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3 Educational Environments.  9 Children.  12 Years of Development.

THE EFFECT OF EDUCATION

T R E A T M E N T



Why is there so much dissention in education reform?  
"It's so much easier to suggest solutions when you don't know too much about the problem." - Malcom 
Forbes

Perhaps our current reform efforts, however noble, are merely treating the symptoms. If we want to 
understand the core of our educational process, its goals, its effects, and the nature of its problems, then we 
must look at education clearly, wholly, and without pre-conceived notions. In that vein, we introduce The Effect 
of Education film series: a documentary project that will portray the educational process as a whole-as it 
effects our individual children and ultimately our collective society.

How will this clarity be achieved?
This film series will provide a groundbreaking window into the current state of education by carefully 
examining the lives of a select group of children over time, and in different environments.  As education does 
not merely take place within school walls, we will document children in their home as well as in their 
classroom. The project will document nine children as they enter the school system (about age 4) and revisit 
them every three years until they leave the school system (about age 17)-thus creating a series of five films. 
Three children will be documented in each of three very different educational offerings-a public school, a 
progressive school and a free or democratic school-opening up a unique portal into the relationship between 
child and school over time.

This film series has two critical and distinguishing elements:

1. Capturing the Breadth of the Education Spectrum
In order to understand the different kinds of educational environments we offer our children, this film series 
will examine three distinct school philosophies:

a.  A traditional public school
b.  A progressive school
c.  A free or democratic school

Examining just one environment in this film series would be incomplete, while looking at all the various school 
philosophies (even just the array of alternative schooling offered, which include Waldorf, Montessori, Charter, 
Magnet, Home Schooling, etc.) would be too overwhelming a task. We chose these three schools as they 
embody varied environments and differing methods of education.

"A child miseducated is a child lost."
- John F. Kennedy

Nearly all of us would agree that education is important. Many would also agree 
that, unfortunately, there are problems with education in this country. Yet when 
asked to define the source of the problem, you'll find a myriad of dissenting 
viewpoints and proposed solutions. Do we need higher standards, lower teacher-
student ratios, alternative schools, better teaching techniques? Is it a mix of 
solutions? How to educate our children is perhaps the most difficult, yet critical, 
choice we have to make. 
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2.  A New Film Every Three Years
Most films about education are a snapshot, i.e., they capture the effect on a child at a moment in time. The 
education of a child occurs over a period of many years, and documenting this effect would be incomplete without 
periodically revisiting the same children as they move through the system. The Effect of Education project has taken 
inspiration from the Up Documentary Series*, which exhibits the power of documenting the human condition over 
time. The first film in The Effect of Education series begins with children at age 4, and revisits them every three years 
until age 17. In total, there will be five films, each one inclusive of the prior film(s), each one comprehensive and 
revealing in its own right, and each one creating a mounting desire to see what happens next. The effect of 
education is a cumulative process, and can only be accurately captured by cumulative observation.

What will the audience see? 
This film will fully depict each child's environment; it will show each child's perception of themselves, as well as 
outside perceptions of the child. A segment of the film might cut between the following segments:

The child in the kindergarten classroom participating (or not) while we hear a voice-over of the teacher 
talking about the child and his/her personal teaching philosophy
A narrated description of the child's family background, the family's role in the community, while we see 
footage of the family's neighborhood and community
The parent's impression of the child-strengths and weaknesses, behavioral attitudes, and any important 
events that occurred in the child's life that has somehow shaped who they are today
The child answering questions about life, school, friends, family, what interests them, love, death, fear, 
desires, dreams, etc.

How will the filmmakers ensure intimacy without intruding upon the classroom? 
In each school, the principal filmmaker will have spent a significant amount of time at the school prior to filming. 
This amount of time could be anywhere between one and four weeks, depending upon many factors (e.g., the 
discretion of the school's administration, the discretion of the teacher, comfort level of the students with the 
filmmaker's presence, etc.). It is vital to make the students as comfortable as possible with the filmmaker's presence. 
This is why we are limiting the crew at each school to two people and requiring small digital cameras.

What will the films reveal? 
As the films depict children, teachers, and parents interacting in different structural environments over time, key 
observations can be made with regard to:

How educational philosophies really differ, and how children navigate through them differently.
Is there one school doing it right or does each child require a different method of schooling?
The different relationships between teacher and student, and how those roles differ from school to 
school.
Are the education systems achieving their goals?
Which children are most prepared to meet the demands of living independently in our current society 
and why?

We hope with this film series to better understand 1) the impact our educational environments have on the 
motivations and goals of our students, and 2) how education prepares our children to face the problems of society. 
For more information, visit our web site at www.eoefilmproject.com, email us at info@eoefilmproject.com, or call 
us at (585)-202-9577.

*The Up Documentary Series revisits the same people, all from different socio-economic backgrounds, every 7 years. The film series started with 
children at age 7. The most recent film, 42 Up, was released in 1998.
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This spectrum is a framework only. Not all educational institutions fall neatly within this spectrum (e.g., a particular school may have 
characteristics of a "traditional public school" but also of a typical "free school.")


